You would not believe how many people
lament to me, “T ket 2 whole year of insur-
ande coverage po (due 1o procrastination), e
and now it is going to cost me hundreds of k&
dollars “out-of pocket!” Please don't let "
that happen to you. If you have work to
hndm:mwhﬂ.ﬂﬂmum
m&umﬁgqm

Wow - More Toys for Dr. Bri!

I recently attended a handi-on cousse for Temporasy
Anchorage Devices (mind- implants for braces). This
hias been the hottest topic in orthodontics within the
lagt five years. I Bave spent many bouss studying ity
benefits for my patients. Now that 1 know it's “tested
troe,” I'm ready to use it. I was the frst “guinea pig”
baving one placed in my mouath to know bow it feels
.. it 'was a “plece of cake.”

Basically in braces, for every action, thene is an equal
and opposite pe-action. Therefore, you have teeth
move that 'p.'l.ﬂh'!l’ﬂlﬂ move. This i a mini.
Eenplant Shat won't move, 0 e oaly eeth thal move
ape the ones you want to.

Many crtbhodontists send patsents (o 4 furpeon for this
procedure for S200 to $200 (my instroctor charpes
5250 each). I will be doing them at no extra chargs
just to have the braces do a better job faster

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! For the Gold!

We owe it all to you! Yes, we won gold this year in the Midland Daily News
Reader's Cholee Award for Best Dentist. Why? . . . becanse you voled for us.
We try very hard to belp people, but without you we are nothing,

Going Gireen $6%%

For years we bave had people sign a form that states
payment ks duoe at the time of service. It is on our
estimate theets, W also bave two signs in our office.
Droe to our soft hears, the majonity of our patients walk
out without paying.

We end up sending hundreds of statements with a cost of
57,000 to 510,000 a year What a waste. As for the cost
of one statemnent, we Ooakd send thitty toothbrashes 1o
Homduras or our soldsers in Iraq. For one month's worth
of statements, we could Spontor (hree SPOMts eams.
For one year's worth of statements, [ could donate fifty
o the bess fortunage. (To note, we do 530,000 to
$50,000 worth of dentistry for free each year)

We still Bave Jots of options for payement plans, all the
Wway up o one year inderest-free and even longer for
Traoes.

BUT . .. none of our options involve sending statements
and expecting it matled back TWhat a plan . . _ Jess waste
and 3ol the Same OpUonT.

S0, what does this mean”

= Unbess a payment plan has been aranged, the estimated
CO-pary i3 dné the Ay of Service.

(W accept cash, check and major credit cands.)

= If you don't pay yoor co-pay at the time of service, you
will receive a walk-out statement and returmn envelope, If
Payment is not received within 30 days, a statement will

be mailed with 3 57 billing charge assesasd.

This may raite the question from patients, if, in good
faith, they paid what they tought was the estmated co-
pay and then find out it was different; in this case, they
will mot be assessed e 57,

Sorry! Sorry! Sorry! . . and thanks for your tme!

Electric Toothbrushes ws

I still can't believe how many people don't use elecinic toothbrushes. Research shovws the electric
toothbrash removes at least two tmes the bacteria than 2 manual brsh. | know in my mouth and my
kids” mouths, it is “fuzzy in there™ after using 3 hand brush and “squeaky clean”™ after using an elec-
tric. Please by your brushes through us. We can save yoo up 10 0% compared to purchasing them
al mxjor refadl stores. Ve pay the 6% tax and we pet enbebevable deals from compandes and reps and
pass teem onko you. If you find a boash in a retail store you like, we can order it for you. Thanks!
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Think Spring!

o " I'm sorry to break your heart. . . =

b lhm will possibly be the last hard copy newsletter after 200 years, We are going
to try very hard 1o get patients” e-mail addresses and send our newsletters electronically.

We will be obtaining patient e-mail addresses in three ways:

Asking at your visits
Or

s

-

E-muail your address to eline@drbebailey.com or go o the News Page of our website at wwwi.drbebailey.com
and click on the “link 1o register.” which will automatically register you with your e-mail address

Or
Tear off the form (see right) and mail o our office.

We promise to keep all “spam™ to the eating vanety only,
Also, for those who don’t have e-mail, we will make

SURC YOUIl FECCIVE YOUT COpY.

How 1o Help Keep Dental
Care Costs Down

I. Preveni, Prevent, Frevenl = A sonic electric
woothbrush and a Waterpik™ cost about the price of
one filling.

2. Do olvings when they are small. T can’t ell you
how many times a 5150 filling was procrastinated
(usually due to expense), and it turmed inteoa 51,500
root canal, core, and crown.

3. Show Up. In February, we had 10% of our
appointments unfilled due 10 no-shows or late
cancellations, The national average for a crown

is mear S 1,000 (ours is 5T20-5824), IF everybody
showed up, I:h.l.. ave r.lf.:. could be S100 less. A 10
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Out of Sight - Out of Mind

[ really wish dental problems (bacterial
breakdown of teeth and sems) were visible, If
your finger was rotting off, you would do the
recommended trestment w save it ASAP Ifn
needed a procedure to save the nail, you wouldn’t
ask to hove the finger cul off. I'm nol sure when

the mouth got “separated™ from the rest of the
body, but if it was more visible, it would be better
taken care of,

A familiar face has returned 1o the practice!

We feel lucky 1o have Kathy, our former office
manager, come out of “retirement”™ to work at the
front desk. Thank vou, Kathy!

Not So Fxtreme Smile Makeover

The Extreme Makeovers on TV are wsually grinding the teeth down and replacing with
straight, white porcelain. We do a lot of that where necessary, but for 20 years we have
done bonding. whitening, braces, minor reshaping, and porcelain without grinding the
tocth. 1 have no idea how many hundreds, if not thousands, of cases we have done,

but please know that sometimes a little change can make a big difference.




